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For more information, contact:

Ivonne Diaz-Claisse, HISPA National President, iclaisse@att.com
‘NATIONAL HIGH TECHNOLOGY DAY’ CONNECTS STUDENTS TO THEIR FUTURE
AT&T Employee Organizations, HACEMOS and HISPA, Will Link About 1,000 Students       in 19 Cities to Give them a Byte into the Field of Technology
SAN ANTONIO (April 6, 2006) — One thousand high school students in 19 cities, representing nine states across the nation will gather to learn about career opportunities available in technology and engineering – two career fields still lagging in Hispanic and other minority representation.  

AT&T Inc.’s Hispanic employee associations, HACEMOS and HISPA, will work together to host “National High Technology Day” at AT&T locations from coast to coast. 
This year’s theme Technology: Are you ready? poses an important question for both young adults and adults to consider, and it’s a question that HACEMOS and HISPA members will prepare students to better answer. By engaging teens, including drop out at-risk students, in hands-on technical activities and interactive workshops, the events aim to provide training and information that would normally not be part of a regular classroom curriculum to inspire students to consider the rewards of finishing high school and going on to a successful career in technology.  As part of the activities of the day, participants can take advantage of career preparatory seminars, attend tours of AT&T facilities, and learn how to use the Internet and other computer applications to find an internship or scholarship opportunities.

The ‘Web cam’ moment of the day is scheduled from noon to 1 p.m. CT when HACEMOS and HISPA members will use the latest videoconferencing technology to simultaneously link the high school students attending the events in California, Texas, Illinois, Nevada, Missouri, Kansas, New Jersey, Connecticut and Washington D.C.  

During the videoconference, Angie Wiskocil, senior vice president of AT&T Mass Market Systems, Information Technology, will explain to students the impact technology has made on her profession and the opportunities that engineering and high technology careers offer young people as the industry continues to evolve.  In addition, students will have the opportunity to introduce their school to the nationwide participants of the videoconference.
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“Technology opens the door to literally a world of opportunities that are just waiting for people of all ages to access and use to their advantage,” said Wiskocil  “It’s never too early to start learning about the invaluable career tools that exist online, and it begins with advancing their education by looking for the right college or financial aid package. Even just a few years back, we didn’t have the  technology that exists today, and we firmly believe this should make a difference in our youth’s futures.” 
Made possible for the eighth consecutive year through a grant from the AT&T Foundation,  “National High Technology Day” is an event for high school students of all backgrounds, with special emphasis placed on reaching Hispanics and other minorities who continue to be underrepresented in most technical fields.  
Since the event was launched nationally in 1999, more than 7,000 students have benefited from the program.  

Both HACEMOS, which currently has 1,000 members, and HISPA, which has 300 members, recognize the importance of educating the Hispanic youth of America in preparation for a technology-intensive future, and are committed to developing and promoting community-focused education projects involving technology.  

#  #  #
The new AT&T Foundation, the philanthropic arm of AT&T Inc., supports programs that build communities and improve access to information technologies, technology training and professional skills development. The new AT&T Foundation will provide more than $60 million in 2006 in charitable contributions, thereby, placing it among the top five largest corporate foundations in the country. The new AT&T Foundation combines more than 40 years and $1.7 billion of philanthropic commitment to communities across the country.

About the New AT&T 
AT&T Inc. is one of the world's largest telecommunications holding companies and is the largest in the United States. Operating globally under the AT&T brand, AT&T companies are recognized as the leading worldwide providers of IP-based communications services to business and as leading U.S. providers of high-speed DSL Internet, local and long distance voice, and directory publishing and advertising services. AT&T Inc. holds a 60 percent ownership interest in Cingular Wireless, which is the No. 1 U.S. wireless services provider with more than 54 million wireless customers. Additional information about AT&T Inc. and AT&T products and services is available at www.TheNewATT.com.
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