


Dear HISPA Role Models, Collaborators, and Friends,

It is truly a pleasure to welcome all of you to this year’s Hispanic Heritage Month 
celebration. As the Hispanic population continues to grow, it is our responsibility as 
Hispanic leaders, to provide hope for our youth in a changing America. 

Just five years ago we had a vision of an organization that could focus on mobilizing 
Hispanic professionals encouraging them to step into classrooms across New Jersey 
to share their stories, to inspire, and transform the future of our youth.  This vision 
has become a reality and the HISPA Role Model Bureau today consists of a network 
of over 700 committed volunteers.  

Our goals have been surpassed - during the 2011-12 academic year HISPA held 110 
Role Model Program sessions and provided programs in 20 schools – an amazing year 
that showed the great commitment of the HISPA Role Models, the HISPA liaisons in 
the schools, the sponsors and the many donors.  

We also applaud the commitment of all the professional organizations that have 
joined in our efforts and in particular, we thank the Merck Hispanos Organization 
for their leadership and commitment to supporting HISPA’s vision by hosting this 
celebration.  Today, we also recognize Merck for supporting their employees as 
HISPA Role Models during the past five years.

On behalf of HISPA, I thank you all for your great commitment, and, I invite you to 
re-commit with me during this celebration to continue to work together “contributing 
to America’s future by inspiring Latino students’ academic performance and 
achievement.”

The efforts of the last five years have proven that we can join together to provide hope 
for our youth in a changing America but our journey has only just begun. I know 
that with the outstanding support of our dedicated staff, our Board of Directors, 
our Advisory Council members, and all of you - our inspirational Role Models - 
the HISPA family will continue to grow and our impact will continue to expand to 
transform America’s future.

Thank you for joining us in this very special celebration! ¡Felicidades! 

5:30 PM

Reception and Networking
  
6:30 PM

Merck & HISPA Welcoming Remarks

Merck Keynote Speaker: Tony Alvarez, Merck

HISPA Today

Inspirational Address: Carlos Ojeda, Jr. CoolSpeak

Merck & HISPA Closing Remarks

Letter from the president

AGENDA

Dr. Ivonne Diaz-Claisse 
President
HISPA



Keynote Speaker

Tony Alvarez is representative director and president of MSD K.K. since October 1 
2010.

Previously, Tony served as representative director and president of Banyu Pharmacetical 
Co., Ltd. and Schering-Plough K.K. from August 2010 until the completion of the 
integration of those two companies in Japan and ensured the successful launch of MSD 
K.K. in Japan

Tony started his career in the pharmaceutical industry as a sales representative for 
Upjohn in the United States in 1982.

Tony joined Schering Plough Corporation in 2003 as Vice President Business 
Operations, Global Prescription and led the global Business Planning and Services 
function for Schering-Plough, where he was responsible for strategic planning, 
marketing services, global training, professional services, and sales force effectiveness 
for the global prescription business.

Tony also has extensive experience and a strong track record as a commercial leader at 
Schering-Plough and at Pharmacia/ Upjohn in the United States, Latin America and 
Asia Pacific.

He joined SPKK in 2005 as Vice President, Commercial Operations and promoted to 
General Manager/Managing Director in 2007. As leader of SPKK, Tony helped that 
business to grow significantly, thanks to successful launches for ZETIA , TEMODAR/
TEMODAL and NASONEX, and establishing market leadership for key Schering-
Plough medicines such as Peg-Intron.

Tony received his bachelor’s degree from Science, Pharmacy, St. John’s University, 
College of Pharmacy.

He has been called one of the most dynamic speakers under 40 in America. Over the 
course of his career he has traveled all across the country and has spoken to tens of 
thousands of students and education professionals, sharing his message of educational 
empowerment. 

He received his bachelor’s degree in Business Management with a Minor in Marketing 
and a Minor in Law from Bloomsburg University, his Master’s in Business Administration 
with a focus in business development, entrepreneurship and organization development 
from Kutztown University.

Tony Alvarez
Representative Director 
and President
Merck, MSD K.K. 
(Japan)

Carlos Ojeda Jr.  
President & CEO
CoolSpeak



MANY THANKS to our role models who visited 
HISPA schools during the 2011-2012 academic year! 

Abraham Lopez		  CHPRD
Aileen Acevedo		  Student
Aixa Acevedo		  HISPA
Alba Herrera		  ETS
Alexandra Suaza		  MWW Group
Alicia Abella		  AT&T
Andrea Velasco		  Kingsborough Community C.
Angelic Vega 		  Bristol-Myers Squibb
Angelique Acevedo	 Bristol-Myers Squibb
Asbel Perez		  Boyscouts
Bennet Ruiz		  AT&T
Beth Marmalejos		  Medco
Betty Manetta		  ARGENT ASSOCIATES
Carlomagno Ontaneda	 NJIT
Carlos Arias		  Ameriprise
Cesar Bocanegra		  Donorschoose.org
Claudia Corredor		 Bristol-Myers Squibb
Denise Rivera		  Bristol-Myers Squibb
Diana Cifuentes		  Prudential
Diana McNiel		  ETS
Don Ryan		  IEC Strategy
Felicia Garland		  Prudential
Felipe Zapata		  Preferred Freezer Services
Fidel Santos		  Bristol-Myers Squibb
Fredrick Gomez		  Wells Fargo
Gabriel Gonzalez		 Nova Services Group
Guillermo Reina		  EC Results, LLC
Habi Coulibaly		  Verizon
Hans Hernandez		  Vaughn Capital Partners
Hector Ramos		  PSE&G
Ilona Castro		  Steven’s Institute
Ivonne Diaz		  HISPA
Jaime Cedeno		  Siemens
Jamie Cid 		  Beautigy
Jeanette Savinon		  Merck
Joe Santana		  Siemens
Johanna Soto		  Joseph Cory Companies, LLC
Johnny Torres		  SAVE LATIN AMERICA, INC
Johny Lopez		  PSE&G
Jorge Escobar		  Princeton University
Jose Reyes		  Becton Dickinson
Joseph Tulipani		  ETS
Juan Lopez		  Borough of Manhattan C.C.
Juan Otero		  http://juanotero.es/
Juliet Ammerman	 Chubb Group
Katherine Pena		  Chubb Group
Kenneth Sanchez		 Merck

Laura Tavera		  Heriberto Rivera CPA
Lazaro Cardenas		  Prudential
Luis Latorre		  Bristol-Myers Squibb
Magaly Cifuentes		 Prudential
Maria Ambrosio		  Valley Dental Arts
Maria Del Flores-Mills	 Princeton University
Mario Springer		  Automatic Data Processing, Inc.
Martha Bahamon		 Foundation of UMDNJ
Mary Fernandez		  AT&T
Mayra Caceras		  AT&T
Mena Badros		  Cool Speak
Michele Soto		  PSEG
Juan Soto		  UPS
Miguel Ramirez		  Siemens
Miguel Salinas		  Bristol-Myers Squibb
Miguel Sosa		  AT&T
Miriam Lituma		  Colton’s Pharmacy
Monica Corral		  Prudential
Nate Santana		  ETS
Nilsa Samol		  Techmark Inc
Norma Diaz		  RBAC Mercerville
Odie Rosado		  Verizon
Orlando Rivera		  AT&T
Pedro Mirabal		  AT&T
Rene Herrera		  Verizon
Richard Cruz		  ETS
Rita Moyano		  Johnson & Johnson
Robert Candella 		  AIG
Sonia Candella
Rod Colon		  CEO of Me
Sally Santiago		  Acelero Learning Inc.
Sandra Lazo		  Student at Kean University
Sonia Valdez		  Chubb and Son
Sylvia Ledesma		  ETS
Tito Escobar		  Housing Preservation & Development  
Tomas Porturas		  Wells Fargo
Valerie Torres		  AT&T
Veronica Kole		  Student
Victor Cabrera		  University of Medicine and Dentistry of NJ
Walter Joppy		  Johnson & Johnson
Walter Rodriguez		 Verizon
Walter Trinkl		  Siemens
Wanda Saez		  Wells Fargo
William Cruz		  Lucent
William DeGarcia	 Kean University
Yolanda Baker		  Chubb Group









At Merck, we work hard to keep the world well. 
How? By providing people all around the globe with 

 
innovative prescription medicines, vaccines, and 
consumer care and animal health products. We 
also provide leading healthcare solutions that 
make a difference. And we do it by listening to 
patients, physicians and our other partners — and 
anticipating their needs. 

We believe our responsibility includes making 
sure that our products reach people who need them, 
regardless of where they live or their ability to pay. 
So we’ve created many far-reaching programs and 
partnerships to accomplish this. You can learn more 
about them at merck.com.

We continue on our journey to redefine ourselves 
to bring more hope to more people around the 
world. Our goals are clear and our commitment is 
fierce. We are dedicated to solving problems and 
pursuing new answers.

Not just healthcare.

 

CORP-1010347-0000 08/11


